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Thanks to the funding through the Illinois Rain Garden Initiative grant program sponsored by the 
Illinois Conservation Foundation and the Illinois Department of Natural Resources’  Division of 
Education in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, a rain garden has been 
successfully constructed on the grounds of the Monmouth College’s Educational Garden. 
 
This rain garden has served and will serve multiple purposes: 
1) To education Monmouth College students and faculty (~1400) about the rain garden concept 
(natural filtration to recharge ground water, addressing run-off issues, promoting native Illinois 
plants, and to increase the habitat for butterflies and insects), 
2) To educate the Monmouth Community (~10,000) about the rain garden concept, 
3) To minimize the current run-off from the Educational Garden property on East Broadway, 
4) To allow Monmouth College students to take part in a community service project associated 
with the Citizenship: Green Initiatives: Water course (INTG-402). 
 
Below is the “before”  picture. The grade on this part of the Educational Garden property results 
in a large volume of run-off which ultimately ends up in the city storm sewer. To add to this 
problem, the ground was once a driveway and the soil is heavily compacted. 
 

 



Construction of the rain garden began by defining a 10’  x 20’  oval that would intersect the 
current run-off pattern. Shown below on the left is the site with the students, Hope Grebner and 
Emily Isaacs, and a local contractor, Keith Gossling, who provided his backhoe services as an in-
kind-match. On the right, is the “hole and berm” that was constructed to collect the run-off. 
 

  
 
After a significant amount of labor to finalize the form of the “hole and berm” construction, sand 
was added to promote percolation.  Shown below are students, Will Terrill and George Burnette 
working on the final stages before the addition of compost. 
 

 
 



The hole was filled with compost obtained from our local landfill at no cost to the project. Once 
filled, the planting began. (Pictured George Burnette) 
 

 
 
Native Illinois plants were obtained through Simply Native Nursery of Alexis, IL. Garden 
Designer Kathy Hale-Johnson owns this small business and offered her consultation services as 
an in-kind match. In addition to providing the plants listed in the original application, Kathy 
invited us out to her greenhouse to educate us about her business. (Pictured on the right is Kathy 
Hale-Johnson and students George Burnette, and Kristina Janicke.) 
 

  
 



Plants were carefully arranged (left) according to the design plan provided by Kathy Hale-
Johnson, and then planted (right). (Pictured is Craig Watson.) 
 

  
 
Mulch was added to aid in moisture retention. A sign was added to the Education Garden with 
the rain garden as the welcoming backdrop. 
 

 
 



While construction was underway, the project received much attention. The rain garden was part 
of a “ local food/garden”  course taught to elementary students as a part of the “College of Kids”  
program. In addition, the tours given to College alumni and visitors always included the rain 
garden. One additional garden, that we know of, has been constructed by a community member. 
In the spring of 2012, the rain garden will be presented as a completed project to my Citizenship 
class that focuses on green initiatives as they relate to water. An article about the rain garden 
appeared on our College webpage (attached). 
 
Funds from the College were used to pay for gasoline (transportation), hand tools, soil 
amendments, and refreshments for workers. As discussed, in-kind matches were provided by: 
 
 1) Keith Gossling for backhoe services 
 2) Kathy Hale-Johnson for Garden Designer consultation 
 3) Students labor (5 students at ~3 hours each) 
 4) Faculty labor (2 faculty at ~3 each) 
 
Overall this was a very good experience for many people at Monmouth College. 


